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SKETCHES. 



MISSIONS IN TURKEY. 



L miaaionary point of view, Turkey ia the key of 
Asia. Nowhere has the providential griidaaee of tha 
missionary woi-lt been more remarlsable. The divine 
hand haa alike prcpnred lUe minds of the Ai-ineniaQ peo- 
ple in Turkey for Christian influences, directed Bttcntion 
thiiher, blessed llie missionaries with wisdom, interposed 
continually for llic protcctioo of their work, aad led them 
forward to a success already so broad and deep, as to be J 
silently molding the destinies of tlie empire. 

The first effort of ihe American Board in Asia Minor \ 
was quite wide of Ihe mark. It was wheQ, ii 
Messrs. Gridley and Brewer were sent to Smyrna, the I 
ancient home of Polycarp, to labor with the Greeks and ■ 
Jews. The movement was attended with no great s 
cess, and the place became important chiefly as a priDl> 
Ing station. The Mohamniedaus of the country mean- 
while seemed Inaccessible to all direct Christian labors. i 

But there was one most Interesiiog people in the coun- | 
'■ry, signally qualified to be the recipients and almoners 1 
oi' the divine grace. It is the old Armenian race, QOir ' 
widely scattered from their native Armenia, and dispersed 
everywiiere in Turkey and Persia, and found even in India, 
liussia, and Poland. There are supposed to ba aX leut 
tltree millions of them, more tlian half of whom >» Hid 
1 
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to be in Turkey. They are a noble race, and have been 
called " the Anglo-Saxons of the East." Tliey are the 
active and enterprising class. Shrewd, industrious, and 
persevering, they are the bankers of Constantinople, the 
artisans of Turkey, aud the merchants of Western and 
Central Asia. The nation received Christianity in the 
fourth century, and had a translation of the Scriptures 
made in the year 477 A. D., which is still extant and pro- 
foundly venerated, though now locked up, with many other 
religious works of theirs, in a dead language. 

The Armenian church is a body as marked as the Ro- 
man Catholic or Greek church, strongly resembling them 
in deadness and formalism. Its head is the Catholicos. 
It holds to transubstantiation, invokes the saints, enforces 
confession and penance, teaches baptismal regeneration, 
priestly absolution, and the merit of good works, observes 
fourteen great feast days, one hundred and sixty-five fast 
days, and minor feasts more numerous than the days of 
the year. It has nine grades of clergy, some of whom 
are obliged to be once married, and performs all church 
services in the ancient Armenian, not one word of which 
is understood by the people. For purposes of persecu- 
tion, as well as government, tlie Patriarch had, until re- 
cently, almost despotic power. But there are hopeful 
features even about this fossilized church. It openly ad 
hered to the Christian name and profession under centu- 
ries of persecution and oppression. It regards the Word 
of God with almost unexampled reverence, so that when 
the Armenian is once convinced that any proposition is 
contained in the book he has learned to kiss at the altar, 
that is to him an end of all controversy. Another hope- 
ful circumstance, directly connected with this, is that the 
errors of doctrine and practice with which the church is 
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[crusted round, have never been flsed by any decree of 
iUDcil. Their Btaodard of moral purity ia also said to 
ibly above that of iho Turks around tbem, 
»nd tliey Imve a conBcieace which can be touched aud 
roused. The enterprising character of the race, their 
■Aide diaperaioQ, their preservatioa of the Benliment of 
oatioiial nDily, and thoir acquaiutaDce with the lauguagea 
of the lands of (heir residence, render tliera a people of 
great promise for missioniiry purposes iu those several 
lands. 

A singular coincidence of judgment fixed the atten- 
tion of the AmericuQ Boitrd upon this race. The mis- 
sioDiLry Parsons, on his first visit to Jerusalem, in 1821, 
encountered eomo Armenian pilgrims, whose interesting 
drew from him the ^uggosiloii of n mission 
itself. " We shall rejoice," said they, " aud 
all will rejoice when they arrive." Mf. Fisk soon after 
wrote from Smyrna to Boston, recommeuding the meaa- 
word was iiearil from either, intelii- 
fricnds of the Board at home had urged the same 
proposal. At Beirut, Syria, among the earliest converta 
the Armenian ecclesiastics (in 1826), two of whom, 
Bishop Dionysius and Krikor Vartabed, had traveled ex- 
tensively in Asia Minor, and resided once in Constanti- 
nople. These brethren assured the missionaries that the 
minds of the Armenian people were wonderfully inclined 
.owards the pure gospel, and that should preachers go 
among them, doubtless ihouaatida of them would be ready 
to receive the truth. They themselves wrote letters to 
',heir countrymen, which excited no little attention. 

During a dozen years or more, already, the British 
and Kiissiao Bible f-ucieiiea iiiid put in rireiihuion sevenil 
thousand copiet of the Script ures in the aocient Armenian 
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tougiie, which were widely distribulej in Turkey, and 
could bo uuderetooi] by tlie loacfaers and higher clergy; 
and at lengtli (hey printed ihe New Teslflment in Ar- 
meno-Turkish aod moderQ Armenian, iatelti;;ible lo all 
who could read. Another important link in the chain 
of influeDcea was the leller of Dr. King lo the Romao 
Catholics, wi'itlcn on leaving Syria, and staling the 
reasons why he could not be a Papist. Thia letter^ 
translaled by llishop Dionysiiis, and forwarded in manu- 
script to certain prominent Armenians in ConBlaotinople, 
produced an eslraordiuary effect. A meeting was held, 
its Scripture references examined, and tho determination 
adopted to do something to purify the church. One im- 
mediate efiect was a training school for priests. At ihe 
head of it was placed Peshtimaljian, a profoimd scholar, 
a theologian, and a humble student of (lie Bible — a sort 
of orienlal Melancblhon, even in his timidity. For while 
steadily exerting an evangelical influence, and silently 
guiding his pupils into new paths of inquiry, he was 
alarmed when he saw them joining the evangelical move- 
jieut ; and though at length he gained fii'mness enough to 
encourage tbeir course, it was only on the year of his 
death that be openly declared his position. All the first 
converts at Constantinople were from his alumni. 

la 1829 the rrudontia! Commilt-ee prepared the way, 
by the exploring lour of Messrs. Smith and Dwighi 
among the Armcuiausj and two years later the noble 
Goodell began his work at Constantinople, to be fol- 
lowed in duo time by the admirable band of associates, 
Dwigbl, Eiggs, Scbauffler, Schneider, Hamlin, Bliss, 
Powers, Pratt, Wliccler, and others, whose names are 
as household words in the churches. Their Hmmess, 
fidelity, and wisdom have beea the theme of frequent 
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The first misaionaries, Goodell aod Dwight, seemed 
eonipelletl, by iho circmnslftaces of the case, to reacli tlio 
people, at first, chiefly by nicitQS of schools anil the pr 

The several transliitioos of the Bible, — Armeniau, 
meno-Turkish, Osmanli-Turkisli, llebrew-Spaaish, He- 
brew-Gennaa, flD(] liaally Bulgarian, — and ihe varions 
other books which they aud their coadjutors have gradual- " 
lyGCDt forth, till I hey amount to a great body of literature, 
proved in due time to be the plautiag of siege guns, and I 
the unlimbering of heavy artillery. 

Wheu Mr. Goodell culled upoQ the Patriarch to seek 
his co-operation in establishing popular schools on an im- 
proved plan, that blimdest of Oi'ienlala protnised to send 
achoolma&IeTS to Icaro the now method, and assured him 
of a love for the missiooury and hie country bo pri found, 
that if Mr. Goodell bad not coma to visit him, ho must 
needs have gone to America to see Mr. Goodell I The 
one assurance meant as much as the other. The Patri- 
arch promised again and agaiu, but never moved till he 
moved in opposition. For uenrly two yeara the mission- 
aries gained little access to the Armenians, But G^d ] 
brought the Armenians to them. 

The dawn of hope began in January, 1833, when young 
ITohannes Der Sahagyan camo to open hia heart. Some 
years before his lather had bought a cheap copy of the 
New Testament, which the young man read and pondered, 
md compared with the principles and practices of his 
chnrch. Then he joined the school of Peshlimaljiau, 
where his inquiries were encouraged aud aided, 
was joined by his friend Senckarim, and for two years 
and a half they were seeking and praying together for ^ 
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light, unable to grasp the great aud simple doctriiM of 
salvatioQ by grace alone. At length a hostile report turned 
their attention to the missionaries, and to them thej weut« 
first Hohannes, and afterwards both together, sajiug, 
** We are in a miserable condition, and we need your 
help. We are in the fire ; put forth your hands and pull 
us out." They soon found peace in belie viug, and be- 
came active laborers for the truth. From that point 
there appeared tokens of the constant presence of the 
Holy Spirit among the people. Opposition was speedily 
aroused, the school broken up, and for a time the presa 
was stopped at Smyrna. But the good work went on. 
The number of atteudants at Mr. GoodelFs weekly mee^ 
ing, and of visitors at the houses of the missionaried, 
steadily increased, and their errand was to talk of the 
way of salvation. The Bible was eagerly sought for, 
and the disposition to talk on religious subjects spread 
through the city, the suburbs, and the villages on the 
Bosphorus. In every circle there wei*e found defend- 
ors of the truth, and occasionally a sincere believer. 
An influence was abroad which Mr. Goodell character* 
4ced as. a ^^ simple aud entire yielding of the heart and 
life to the sole direction of God*s Word aud Spirit.** 
Evangelical sermons began to be heard from the priests. 
The missionary force was increased. A high school 
was opened at Fera, and stations occupied atBroosa and 
Trebizond. A school for girls — a novel thing in Turkey 
— was opened at Smyrna. The missionaries steadily 
pursued the policy of disseminating the truth, without 
making attacks upon the Armenian church. Still, op- 
position was more and more aroused, but was either 
frustrated or overruled to the fuitherauco of the mission. 
Then the wealthy bankers of Constantinople determined 
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to crush the high school. To provide a Bubstitute, they 
foundeil a college in Scutari, and remodeled the national 
school in the quarter of Haas Keuy, wbicli they com- . 
milled to ibe supervision of a great banker reaiding there. 
In breaking up the high school, the vicar who conveyed 
the message iinwiitiDgly informed (he boys for the first 
time that tlio sign of the cross is not enjoined in the Scrip- 
tures. And when HoLanues Sahagyan was suddenly re- 
moved frooi ills school of forty, to the amazemeut of all 
concerned, he was engaged by the hanker of Hass Keuy 
to take charge of that school of aix hundred. Every ef- 
fort was made to shake the banker's decision, but thoagh 
he had never been known as favoring the evangelical 
cause, he was perfectly firm ; aud so Sahagyan was ad- 
vanced to a post ol' far greater influence and freedom, 
which he held for two years with marked success. 

The year 183D witnessed a deep-laid plot for the ex- 
palsioa of Protestaniism from the land, suddenly over- 
thrown hy the providence of God, The enemies of the 
miasiop had enlisted some of the Sultan's cbief officers, 
and even gained the ear of the Sultan himself. Sahagyan 
and two other persons, a teacher and a converted priest, 
were arrested, imprisoned, and, with much personal 
cruelly, banished. The mild Armenian Patriarch was 
deposed, and his place filled by a man of violence ; bulls 
ffere issued by both the Greek and Armenian Patriarchs, 
prohibiting the reading or possession of all missionary 
books, and even all intercoLirse with ibe missionaries. 
ZiOUg lists of heretics were made out, and the storm 
seemed about to descend in its fury, when the hand of 
the persccuiurs was arrested by the baud of God. The 
rebellious Paclia of Egypt was ibe instrumeut of rescue. 
The Sultau, with his broken army, was suddenly force* 
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to cnll on (lie I'titriarclis 

Th<}U CUPIH llie ulter defeat ol' tiis army, IJie dealt) Dl Ibe 
BiiltaD before he heard ihe tidings, the surreuder of iha 
vhole Turkish fleet, the Buucession of the boy Abdool 
Uedjid to the ihroue, nud the threatened disBoluiioD of 
the Turkish empire. The perseoiition waa eflecaiially 
ataycd. By a renmrkable providence, the young Sultan, 
uDsoliuhed by his people, granted Ihciu H eliartur of civi] 
protection and religious liberty. 

The comniolioQS concerning the missionaries gave them 
publicity, and brought iuquirera. In 1840 Messra. Dwight 
and Hamlin visited Nicoinedia, where, two years before, 
Hr. Dwigbt, had I'ouud u little company of believers who 
had been led to the trnlh by a copy of the Daiiyman's 
Daughter, and other printed tracts, While here a mer- 
chant from Adabazar was induced, by the wuruitig letter 
of the patriarch, to ftome and visit them. The report 
and the tracla with which ho returned to Adabazar were 
the beginning of a good work ; and when, ia the follow- 
ing year, Mr. ScJmeider, in respooae to repealed invita- 
tiona, visited the place, he found there already a little 
band of converted men. Id 1843 a young Armenian, 
who had embraced and renounced Mohammedaniaui, was 
publicly beheaded in the eireeta of Constantinople. But 
this event became the occasion on which the Eu^lish 
ambassador, supported by the rainiatcrs of France, Pjnis- 
aia, and Austria, extorted from the eultau a written pledge 
that no person thenceforward should bo persecuted for his 
reh'gious opinions. Tiie British ambassador declared tho 
transaction to be little less thau a miracle. And though 
the pledge has been olleu evaded and violated in prac- 
it stands as a great landmark in the religiouii history 
of the empire. The Palrinrch himself, two years later. 
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made a fixed attempt to violate this guaranty, whicb 
redouniied epcedily to the eBlablishmeQi of ihe faith. 
He issued a seutence of excommuaicaliou agaioBt all 
adlierenla of tlie oew doctrines, which was aecompaiiied 
l>y BCeaes of sbockiag violeace in the chief cities of the 
empire. Cbristiaos were stoned io the streets, unjustly 
imprisoned, ejected from their sbops, im-aded aud plun- 
dered in their houses, baslinadoctl, and abandoned by iheii 
friends. It marked an era in llieir Listory. For aflei 
meekly aod nobly enduring this protracted abu.se, they 
were, by the resolute eUbrtfl of tlie foreign ambassadors, 
headed by Sir Stratford CaoQing, taken forever from 
under the patriarch's jurisdiction, and organized into a 
separate Protestant community. On tlie Ist of July, 
1846, was formed at Constantinople the first Evangelical 
Armenian church in Turkey, wilh a nalive pitstor ; and 
duriug (bat summer similar churches were formed in 
Nicomedia, Adabazai', and Trebizond. 

The euemy bad overdone liis work. The excommani- 
cation was a blunder; for it fonnded four Prolestant 
churches the first year. Aud the previous measures had 
been equally bluuderiog. For, remarkable as was the 
spirit of inquiry among the Armenians, it had been 
vastly increased by the measures taken to put it down. 
The 'enemies of a pure gospel had done an immense 
amount of graiuitons advertising almost from the first. 
The Romish Patriarch had (in 183C) tried his hand 
at a public denunciatioo of the missionaries aud their 
books. Four years later, the Armenian Patriarch had 
issued a " bull," followed in a foi-tnight by a bull from 
t!ie Greek Patriarch, boih of the same description, and 
by an imperial firniaa apparently re-eu forcing them, 
and in another sis weeks by still another Armeninu 
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ball, with [orriJic anallicinas. A Palriurchal teller had 
been sent to Trcbizand iq 1640; and in JitnuHiy. 184fi, 
two successive Bad still more furious aontiieiuaa bad 
been issued by llje Palriurch in bis ofRcial character, 

. with the lighis exiinguislitid, aod a vait before the altar, 
whereby llie adherents of the uew goapel were " ac- 
cursed, excommunicated, and anal bemati zed by God, 

I and by all his saiula, and by us." They were printed, 
aad sent to all the churches. For six months continn- 
ously was this aoatheiitn kept dinuing every Sabbath in 
the ears of the faithful, till cursing grew stale. The flaiil 
BScisioD that year (July) was read in all the Armenian 
churches. 

So much thundering sent many flashes of light through 
the dark. The Palriaruh had belter fadlilies for adver- 
tising than the miesiouaries. He unquesiiooably sent 
them a multitude of inquirers. Thua his letter of warn- 
ing brought the merchant of Adahazar lo Messrs. Dwight 
and Hamlin at Nicomedia for in format i ou ; and be it 
was who cariied back the Tesiaroent and tracts that 
began the good work there. Many an inquirer came 
to ascertain personally of the missionaries whether the 
stories were true that the Americana were a nation of 

\ infidels, without church or worship, 

When the Patriarch had hurried Bedros, the vartabed, 
out of the city for his Protestant tendencies, the vartabed 
had gone distributing bouka and preaching throughout 
the whole region of Aleppo aad Aintab. When be had 
sent priest Varitines a prisoner to the monastery of Ma- 
fash, and iheu banished him lo Cesurea, Varlaues had 
first awakened the mouks. and then preached the gospel 

[ hU the way lo Cesarea. 

The missiouuries wisely availed tlieniselvcs of this 




risin)^ intercBt, in tours Tor preaching, converBing, and I 
distribuliDg religious Ireatiacs. Messrs. Powers, Jolia- 
BtoD, Van LcQDep, Smith, Pcaliody, Schoeider, Goodell, 
Everett, Beujaiiiin, piishoil forth to Aiolab, Aleppo, 
Brooaa, Ilarpoot, Siyas, Diarbekir, Aritbkir, Cesarea, 
aad various other places, through the empire. 

They soon ibuud that lliey were in the midst of one of 
the mo^t estraordionry religious movemeDis of modern 
times, silent, and sometimes uulraceahle, but potent and 
pervaaive. lu every important town of the empire, 
where there were Armenians, there were found to be, as 
early as 1849, one or more " lovers of" evangeliL-al truth," 
But it was DO causeless movement. The quiet working 
of the " little leavea " wua traceable almost from its 
source by induhituhle signs. It was a notable sight to 
see, when, in 1838, the varlahed and leading men of Orta 
Keuy, uu the Bnsphoriis, where the missionaries first 
gained access to the Armenians, went tind removed thb 
pictures from the village church. It was a notable thing 
to hear, when, in 1841, the Armenian preachers of 
Constantinople were discoursing on repentance and the 
mediatorial office of Christ. It was another landmark, 
when, in 1842, the fervor of the converts not only filled 
the city with rmuora of the new doctrines, but, after a 
season of special prayer, held iu a neighboring valley, 
sent forth Pciest Varlanea ou a missionary lour into the 
heart of Asia Minor. A still more significant fact it 
WHB, when, in that year and the next, the Armenian 
women were effectually reached and roused, till family . 
worship began iu many a household, and a Female Sem- 
inary at Pera became (in 1845) a necessity. The breth- 
ren had observed the constant increase of inquirers, often 
& distance, and they had found, evenJn 1843, i 
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h demand' Tor llieir books as ilie press at Smyrna wm 
UDable fiillj to supply. Id maoy places, as at Ntcomedia, 
Adabazar, and Ainiab, buoks aud tracts began ibe work. 

The preaching servicefl at Const an linople would be 
occasionally slteaded by individuals from four or five 
Diber towns, and at Erzroom one Sabbutb (February, 
1846) tliere were atlendanls from six different places. 
The Seminary for young men at Bebek (a suburb of 
Const an tin ople) drew visitors from great distances, and 
from all quarters, as far as Alexandria, tit. Petersburg, 
aud (.be Euphrates. The unlive brethreu also had been 
engaged iQ disseminaiing the truth, and the first awaken- 
ings at KIIUb, Kusaab, and Rodosto, for example, were 
due to their labors. Aud llius, though the movement 
rolled on at last with great power and speed, the prep- 
aration had been long and broad. Yet not without 
abundant and fierce opposition. Indeed, the resistance 
was BO common, sooner or later, that it gives only a 
glimpse at the facts, to tell how, evcu at Constantinople, 
the brethren and one of the missionaries were once pelted 
with stones ; how'the little band at Nicomcdia were at 
times compelled lo hold their worship, somewhat like 
the early Christiaus uud the Covenauters, in distant 
fields, and even after religious liberty was proclaimed, 
were abused in the streets, and bad their bouses stoned ; 
', at Adabazar, a Protestant teacher was put in uhaiua 
in prison ; how at Ti'tbizond the very > 
I lacked wilh slonea two of their own sex, as they returned 
from the preaching, and the husbands who protected 
Iheir own wives were thrown into prison and tiio stocks, 
like I'uul and Silas of old; how the mob f 
burst into the house of Dr. Smith, a 
books and furniture ; and how, iu 1847, Mr. JohuBlon 
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was expelled from Aintab by the governor, and stoi^ed out I 
of towQ hy Armenian uchool-boya and teachers, although q 
the very oest year Aintab became the eeat of a church 4 
that grew with singulHr rapidily, and a great c 
ChriBtioa activity. Tliese things died out only by de^ ' 
grees ; not uniil after the Sultan hud issued his firmans, 
first (in 1850) placing ihc ProtesUnts o 



; and yet c 



(in 1853) 

: more (ia ] 
and of r. 
Patriarchs, I 



wilh olher Christian communities ; and n 

placing his Christian siibjucts on the si 

Mohammedans before the law 

1856) granting full " fretdorn 

ligioUB profe^aiOQ ; " not until h 

Stepan, Hagopos, and Matteos, had tried each to outdo j 

hifl predeceatjor in severity, and the third of them had'] 

(in 1848) been deposed for financial frauds. 

It was in the year 1849 that the miesionarieB, with I 
five native pastors ordaiued already, and with the clear I 
recognilion of the broad fields now wiiile for the harvest, 
adopted a Report, setting fm-th to the native Christiana 
the great duty of supporting tlieir pastors and religious 
institutions, relieving the missioDurios for other fields, 
and themselves engaging " in the further extension of the 
truth," Next year they turned and asked the home 
churches for twelve i 

wonderful uprising. For several years in succession the 
Board repeated the call for " twelve mui-e missionaries." 
For two years six only answered. " Fi'oin every part of 
the land," wrote Mr. Dwight. in 1853, " there c 
Ds one appeal, ' Send us preachers, send us preacher 
Bnd Mr. Schneider wrote home, " I almost fear to hava-^ 
the post arrive." Six other laborers responded in 1 
and next year cnmo the urgent call for " seventeen," 
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Tl i Crimean war for three or four years agitated tl.c 
aatio^ and the natious. But the spiritual reformation 
roller' on ; it was a mightier and a deeper force. It was 
impossible for the missionaries to keep pace with the 
calls. The wonder is, that they could accomplish so 
much as they did. At one time (1855) they hurried five 
young students into the ministry before their studies were 
completed. But they felt and wrote that they were losing 
opportunities all the time. And they were right. Hu- 
manly speaking, it seemed as though with a suflScient 
missionary force the Armenian element of Turkey could 
have been carried everywhere by storm. 

From this time forth the enterprise became too broad 
even to trace in this rapid way. If the whole movement 
shall ever be suitably recorded, the history of this ref- 
ormation will be second in interest to no other that ever 
has been written. There are scores and scores of villages, 
each of which would furnish materials for a volume ; and 
multitudes of cases that recall the fervor, faith, and for- 
titude of apostolic times. Let us hope that they may 
find their adequate historian. For the present we can 
only refer to the contemporary pages of the Missionary 
Herald. 

The breadth of the movement began also to demand 
new missionary centres. The book depository, which 
had been on the north side of the Golden Horn, planted 
itself boldly (1855) in the heart of Constantinople; and 
six or eight boxes of books might be seen at a time, 
marked to " Diarbekir," " Arabkir," " Cesarea," " Ain- 
tab," and so on. The Seminary proved inadequate to 
the demand for preachers and teachers, and the organiza- 
tion 'of other seminaries about this time at Tokat and 
Aintab, indicated the time as not distant when there 
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ilAiould be three misaious, instead of odb, iii Asiatic Turkey. . 
Indeed, Mr. Dunmore was writing, in 1857, iLal " Ibriy 
men" were needed at once, as leacliers and preacliorB 
around Harpoot ; aod Dr. Elamlin was urgently presaiug 
the wants of the Bulgarians in European Turkey. 
One of the mo^t delightful instances of Christian nuig- 
Daoimity was displayed in England about this time. Tlie 
Bnancial troubles of 1S57 in America had embarrassed 
the Board, and threatened serious embarrassment to (his 
mission. Noble Christians in England, of all Evangeli- 
cal communions, including ministers of the Churuh of 
England, came at once lo the rescue. They formed the 
" Turkish Missions Aid Society," invited Dr. Dwiglit lo 
present our cause in England, and raised money theuce- 
forward, not to found missions of their own iu Turkey, 
but to aid ours. At an anniversary of the Society in 

E1860, the Earl of Sliaftesbury crowned Ibis maguauimity 
of deeds by an equal nmgoanimity of words. He said 
of our missionaries in Turkey, " I do not believe that in 
the whole history of misaious, I do not believe that in the 
history of diplomacy, or in the history of any negotiation 
carried on between man and man, we can find anything 
to equal the wisdom, the soundness, and the pure Evan- 
gelical truth of the men who constitute the American 
mission. I have said it twenty times before, and I will 
say it again, — for the expression appropriately conveys 
my meaning, — that I hey are a marvelous combination 
of common sense and piety." 
At this point, the euierprise, like a Banyan tree, 
Ebauged its branches into ueiv roots, and henceforth was 
reported as the Western, Ceutral, aud Eastern Turkey 
missions. The main feature of interest became that of 
wre but gradual growth. 
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SKETCHES OF THE UISSION8. 

The WB8t«rn Turkey mUsion-fieM covers a region of 
MDgiilar historic iuterest. It tticludes alike ihe f!cl<l of 
Troy and ofjhe " Scvoo CImrclies." Il probably siinr 
the origin both of the Uiftd and the Otlya^ey, nud of the 
Apocalypae and the fourth Gospel. In its north- western 
portion Hows the little river Granicns, where Alexander 
flrst defeated the Peveinn armies, aad in its so uih- western 
pari lies the once world-renowned seaport of Miletus, 
where PhuI made bis ftffenting speech to Iho elders who 
had come from Ephesus, that seat of the marvelous tem- 
ple of DiaBa, and of the chnrch of the " Ephesiana." 
The poor little village of Isuik, too small for a mission 
BtatioD, is all lliut remains of the Nicxa, famous for the 
I Nicene Creed, framed in a council where Conslantine 
I presided — a eity lotig the bulwark of Conatantinople 
L against iheTiirks.lhen the capital of the Sultan Solymnn, 
and afterwards retaken by the firsi erusadera. The centre 
of missionary operations is the great city of unparalleled 
site and matchless harbor, rebuilt by CoDsiantiac, the 
L object of six capiurea, and more than twenty sieges, Ihe 
Ltuus that turned the first Napoleon towards Mos- 
f cow ratbei than St. Petersburg, the long-coveted treasure 
I of the Russian czars, and the place of five great Chris- 
rtian councils. Broosa, another of our slatioQS, is at the 
I atieieat capital of the Ottoman empire ; and its castle is 
Bald lo commemorate the time and the work of Hannibal 
the Carlhagiuiau. Nieomedia, stiil another station, was 
once the capital of the Bitliyuian kiugs, the borne of Dio- 
cletian when he ruled the Eastern empire, and the place 
where poison ended the life of Hannibal. One of the 
stations last occupied, Manissa, is the old Magnesia. 
where the two Seipios defeated Auiiocbus the Great, and 
rvoa for R«me ihe empire of the East. 




In this region, covered thick wiih historic ass(M;iAtioDB,li 
the Iweuly-four churches,' wiih their thousauil members,] 
their twenty-nine pastors and licensed preachers, and their I 
forly-five hundred enrolled Protestants, only indicate Iha I 
deep under-current of influe 

Biderable body ol' missionaries are still furniahing the o 
ginal forces. The press poars forth sorae fifty thoiiSAnd 
volumes and thirty thousand tracts a year, in six different 
languages, including the English. Two " Evaogelicat 
Unions" of native churches and pastors hawe beea formed, 
and the churches contribute already to Christian objects 1 
four thousand dollars a year. A theological seminary, 
and A ladies' boarding-school, now at Maraovan ; two other | 
girb' eciiools ; Irainiag classes at Brooaa and Sivas ; Ri 
bert College, the indirect child of the mission, now lookin 
out coDSpiciioii<:ly over the Bosphorua, with its hundred 
and eighty siuilents of seventeen different oatioaaliti 
and last, not least, a band of lady missionaries finding 
their ivay into ilio homes and hearts of their sisters, — ■ | 
these are some of ihe influences unfalteringly at work ii 
the heart of the Turkish empire. 

The Central Turkey mission numbers among its thirty 
stations and out-statious Aniioch, the old "Queea of the 
East," long the chief city of Asia, if not of the world, 
then the residence of Syrian kings, and atterwards of 
Roman governors, the place where ''' the disciples were | 
first called Christians ; " Aleppo, which succeeded Pal- 
myra in the trade between Europe and the East, still tho 1 
commercial ceuire of Northern Syria ; Oorfa, a trftdilional j 
"Ur of the Chaldees;" and Tarsus, where Paul was! 
bora, and Alexander nearly died. Here' twenly-twa'l 
churches comprise eighteen hundred members, and a 
age congregations of more than five thousand perBo 
1 See paga 29. " S™ pago 30. J 
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with eight thoiteand registered Protestants. A theologi- 
cal Reniinary, with lUii'ly-Beveo students, dt Mara«li; 
two feuale Bcmiaaries ; eiglileen hundred and t'ort^ com- 
muDicaots in tweuty-ttvo churches, some of whicti carry 
all their own expenBcs, while llie wliole body contribute 
six thousand dollars in |rold for Chriaiiuu eliarities ; eight 
thousand registered Proles lun ts ; nineteen pastors (md 
preachers; an Evangelical Union, courageoua enough to 
plan a Christian college, and to gain pledgee from their 
own churdies of nine thousand dollars tor ilio purpose; 
a filrong staff of kdy missiouaries workiug most hopefully 
among their sex ; and a general didtieioD of light among 
both Armeaiaus and Mohammedan?, which no figures 
can display, — indicate a hold of the gospel in this region 
BO strong aa to raise the question of "' closing up the propw 
missionary work in Central Turkey at no distant day." 
An amount and variety of active Christian elibrt has been 
put forth here, and a long-continued religious agitation 
awakened from suob centres as Ainlab and Marash, 
which no one can understand, except as he traces back 
the letters of the missiooaries for the hist fifteen years. 
The history of all ihe cummoliona at Aintah, from the 
lime when Mr. Johnston was stonod out of town to the 
time when it has heuome the seat of two selt-^upporting 
churches, with native pastors and near five hundred mem- 
bers, surrounded hy a cluster of thirteen out-statiouB, 
coDlaining nearly four hundred more church members, 
would require a volume. The whole course aud working 
of the mission are far too remarkable to he dismissed in 
this summary way. There is a wide-spread expectation 
of a coining change, of wliich the two hundred and twenty 
■tmbers admitted to the churches during (he lait year 
but tlie few drops before the shower. 
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The Eastern Turkey miaaiou deserves special ineQtion 
»P the melhod anil rapiJily of its acliiovemeula. Comio 
later, for the moal par[, ilian the other dirisioaa of \ 
Turkish missioaa, it was eanbled to build oa ibeir f'oi 
dstiOD and prolit by tlieir cxperieDce, lis metlioda liav 
been largely tLa Barae wliith were employed in Turk^ 
from the beginning, and specially und powerfully develop 
the ceutral mission, but pcrliaps still more coacea- < 
tted here. We have also the advantage of a very full 
LFtBlioa from the cliief aciora in the eceue. Their vigor- 
and iavigoratJDg work, novel not so much in con- 
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ind reiniirkiLblo espcriment. About 
(burteen years ago, Messrs. Wbeeler and Alien, with 
Blieir wives, entered on this field, followed, after two 
lyeara, hy Mr. H. N. Barnum and bis wife. The region 
Sommilted to them was somewhat larger ihna Masaa- 
ihoselts, containing twenty-live hundred villages, and 
k population of five hundred thousand persons. Tbea 
^lirethreii went with the determination (o introduce a . 
[Supporting, self-propagating religion ; to offer Chri** ; 
tiaiiity " as a leaven," atid not as a " leavened loaf; " to 
confer privileges which ia ibe reception shoiild lest the 
selMeiiialof the recipient. They adhered to three fuada- 
mental.and, as they thought, apostolical principles; First, 
to " ordain elders in every church," giving a pustor from 
»mong the people to every church at its foriaationf 
id, to leave each church lo choose it^ own pastor, 
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20 8KKT<UI11S OV TlIK MItlHlONS. 

make its own pecuniary cngngjmeuta niili him, aod 
aaaume tlie rcapoBwibitily of fiilfilmonl. Tomporary uiJ 
might be grauiod. lu llie amount d( one Imlf tliu siilury, 
1: to be rctliii'uci euch year, and in £ve yearn to cuasc. Tbo 
I third priuciple was to make the cbiirchos at once inde- 
pendeut of missionary control. 

These poiuta were not can-iud wiibout a hard struggle, 
and ofYen bitter opposilion. It look seven years to briug 
Ibe church at Harpooi up tu the catiro support of ita 
pastor. All their nrmacss, patience, ingennity, and en- 
ergy were taxed to the uimosi ; but Ihey carried it, aod 
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whole cost of their church edifices. In their schools 
ibey taught no English, to tempt their young men into 
I employments. They insisted that their converts, 
even ihose who pointed to [heir gray Imir in remonstrance, 

. should learn to read the Bible, and that those who had 

1 learned should go aud teach others, especially their wives, 
the schools were liiivly under way they thi*ew the 

[ support of them upon the natives. Their bonks, the 
Scriptures included, they made it a rule to selt at some 
price, but never to give anay. Almost without excep- 
tion those who bought books were first taught to read 
them ; and the main dependence has been ou the Bible — 
read, preached, and eung. The sacred volume itself, 
without ihe living preacher, has, in frequent ioslauces, 
borne blessed fruit. Thus, in the village of Bizmisheo, 
*' thief" Maghak bought a Bible, learned to read it, 

I became an honest man and Chrisliau, aud efti.aUift\ittd 
^blJo woraiup with a good chapel and t\\e cMcAeaa o^i « 




IN TUBKET. 

r titLle charcli ia his village. Another Bible, sold by him, 
gdlhered au audience of thirty iiieu auil uoineD at Na- 
jaran, forty miles away, to hear the Bible read and ex- 
plained. In another ineitince, a colporletir, spending the 
I sight at Percheoj, found seventy men assembled iu a 
stable, listening to one who was rending ihe Bible. 
Meagre. Wheeler and Itaraum visited the plucc, spent a 
Sabbath, and sent them a teacher. A revival followeil, 
and in two years the little ehnrcli numbered forty mem- 
berB, with twcnly-one hopeful iionverts, and a native 
pastor settled over them, and owned a chapel and a 
parsonage. These brethren, sell-moved, organized amis- 
eionary sociely to go, two and two, into the neighboring 
Tillages, to exphiiu and sell the Bible. Two of them 
XDlered Hooeli, a village where the missionaries had re- 
t)eatedly and vainly endeavored la gain a foolhold. They 
prayed as they went, '' Lord, give us open doors and 
hearts," Their prayer was answered. The villagers 
applied to the inisaiouaiies for a teacher ; but as none 
could be had, the men of Forchenj sent one of their own 
number to begin the work. Soon af^er, a seminary stu- 
dent went to spend his summer vacation there, and a mob 
pitched him and his effects into the street. But the 
leaven was working. A place of worship, holding three 
hundred persons, was creeled ; schools were opened to 
learn the Bible ; a blessed awakening came, attended 
with forty or fifty conversions, including some of the most 
hopeless cases in the village ; and at the last information 
they were about to organize a church, and to settle and 
support as pastor one of the men who first came with the 
Bible and a prayer to God for a hearing. 
^H Such is the nature of the work. Every church and 
^^b fpeiT' coaatnuoity of Bible readers has a BibVe soclet]' 
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BSBTCBES OF THE UISSIONS. 

Qiat Beads forlh its books in bags ua the backs of donkeys ; 

piUd the churches send forth their members, two by two. 

• days and weeks to^'etlier, in the home missionary 

|work. The community ot'IIai'puot iiad thirty-five mem- 
rs tbns engaged at oua time. They are also proBecnting 
" Foreign Missiouary " enterprise in a region extending 

I from four to twenty days' journey to the south. This 
movement is aided by the theological sliideDts in their 
long vacation — the seminary being founded on the prin- 
ciple of accustoioiog students to pastoral work wiiile 
pursuing their studies. Tltese youDg men are trained to 
be Bible men iind practical men. When on one occasion 
they were foimd to be above doing some necessary manual 

I labor at the seminary, they were brought to their senses 

■by a reduction of their beneGoiary aid. 

The persevering and ofteu amusing methods by ivhioh 
a penurious people have been made generous and aelf- 
sacrificiug, aod the modes in which the missionaries bave 
persisted in doing the work, not of mere educators, nor 
even of pastors, but of Christian misBionarics, inlusing 
the " leaven," must be learned from Mr. Wheeler's book, 
"Ten Tears on the Euphraies." It is as brimful of in- 
struclion for the borne field as the foreign. Would thai 
many of the home cLurahes might be brought up to the 

So thoroughly has the spirit of independent action been 

infused into these churches, that, iu 1665, they organized 

themselves into an " Evangelical Union," with a thorough 

Bystem of Christian activity, Bible distributinn, Education 

I Society, Home and Foreign Missions, and eliurch erec- 

i lion. The fruits are yet largely in ihe future — we may 

kbope, ia the near fmure. The missionaries are already 

; that the time is not diatant when they can leave 
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tbta field for aaother. Already is iheir work represented 
by eighteen chiivdies, — ten of ibeiu entirely indepen- 
dent, — by seventy ont-slationa, by a hundred and twelve 
native preacberB, pastors, and olber liolpers, " by thou- 
Bands of men and wouen reading the word of God, and 
by thousands more of children and youth gathered into 
Bchools ; in a word, by the foundations of a Christian 
civilization laid npon a sure basis in the afiections of ao 
earnest, Belf-sauriacing, Christian community." 

Many outward tokens begin to ehow the silent power 
this mission. In Uarpoot city and its seventy out- 
tions, in which years ago were two hundred and fitly- 
aix priests, there were in 1S67 but one hundred and 
forty-five. The revenue of the monasteries is passing 
away. The monastery of Ilukalegb, which once collected 
three hundred measures of wheat from that village and 
then collected but eighteen. The cause of 
temperance is advanced ; believers epoataneoualy leave 
■drinking. A wonderful elevation baa taken 
place in the character and position of woman. "How 
happens it," said a man one day to Mr. Wheeler, " that 
aU the missionaries' wives are angels?" Bat now, Bays 
Mr. Wiieeter, "spme of them there have angels too for 
nions." One of the most blessed fruits of the 
en in its effects on the family circle, These 
are qb careful to maintain secret, family, and 
social prayer as Christians in this land, and the last mora 
" The Sabbath is carefully and conscientiously kept 
them. And in their Christian liberaiity they seem to 
an example lo the best churches of this country. 
The Eastern Turkey mission, of which Harpoot ia a 
principal stutioii, uuw' occupies one hundred and six out- 
itations, a id has twenty-eiglit churches, containing a 
' See page 31. 



thoufinnd members, with avcrugc congregiLtious of fifty- 
fifo liuuilred persons. Nearly, if not quite, btvlf ihn 
eliurcliea are self-siipporliag. Twenty-aeven naiive paa- 
lura and Iwoaty-lhreu licuiiHed preacbero are dispensing 
Ilia gospel, and sixty-two young mea are naw truiuiug 
for the luinislry. The Evaugelical Union is tnainiain- 
ing four missionary stations among the mouniaios of 
KoordisCan. 

In glancing over the present religious aspect of Asiatic 
Turkey, it ia impossible not to feel that the seeds of great 
events have beea widely sown. Seventy-four churches, 
wilh four ihonaand members, an average atlendaoee of 
fourEeea thousand persons, aad about twenty thouBand 
registered Protestants ; a bundred native proachera, occa- 
pyiug more Ehau twice thiit number of places, scattered 
through the empire, who have received five hundred 
members io tlie year Just passed i n hundred and forty- 
three young men on their way to the ministry; four 
Evaugelieal Unions, apparently able to carry on the 
Lord's work, were every missionary taken away by the 
providence of God; a Christian press, pouring forth 
ten million pages in a year ; a general spirit of inquiry 
through the empire ; — all are tokens of changes, if not 
of revolutions, in Turkey, which even this generation may 
look upon with wonder. He that ia wiae will watch the 
ofei 
It is several years ainee Layard, the English explorer, 
could teatify that there was scarcely a town of importance 
in Turkey without a Protestant community. And now 
we have a remarkable voice from within. Hagop Effeu- 
di, the civil head of the Frotestaut community, has recent- 
f made a tour of observation through the empire, at the 
t' .Of the Bultan. In his report he declares that 
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MiauiuNa IN TURKEr. 

'*tIiOBe who have become Proteatant id principle far ex- 
ceed io number tlie reg;istiircd Frolestants, aud those 
who are willing to avow themselves auch. The in- 
direct influence of Froteslaatism has been greater and 
healthier than what is apparent. The fact that eightj- 
flve per cent, of the adults in the [Protestant] community 
can read, speaks greatly in I'uvor of its members. Any 
one acquainted with the social condition and religious 
ideas of the Oriental people, who will take pains to com- 
pare them with the liberal institutions introduced, cau 
readily imagine the state of society which must neces- 
sarily follow such a change. I should hardly do justice 
were I to pass without noticing the strictly sober habils 
of our people. The use of strong drink is very seldona 
found and habitual drnnkenness is very rarely known. I 
was gratified to find everywhere a great improvement in 
domestic relations as compared with the condition of 
families before they became Froteatants. I need not 
weary our friends with details to show the effect of the 
healthy influence of the various Protestant institutions — 
such as Sabbath schools, social prayer-meetings, women's 
meetings, and the little philanthropic associations coming 
into existence with (he advance of Protestantism. The 
Qoble institutions and liberal organizations which have 
been introduced among this people are yet in their in- 
&Dcy ; aud their power of elevatiag the individual man, 
in bis moral and intellectual capacities, is not so apparent 
in the unsettled state of affairs which of necessity follows 
such a mighty social and religious revolution ; but they 
aro objects of great interest aud a source of great eu- 
couragement to every close observer of the course of 
afiaire, evei in the very confusion which is produced by 
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26 SKETCUKB OF TUB HlUilONa. 

In a recent teller to Secretary' Clark, Le makes tho 

ibllowiog interesting stuleinents: — 

" The most xetUoui advocate of American ctviliiotion 
could not have done half (u much for hit country abroad 
ai Ike missionary has done. Tlie religious and social 
orgaoizationa, the varioua institutions iulroduced, are 
doing a great deal io introducing American civil ization. 
From tlte wild mountains of Gaour Dagii, in Cilicia, you 
may go across to the uo leas wild mountains of Bhotan, 
ou the borders of Persia ; or you may take Anlioch if 
you please, and go on any line to tbe black shores of the 
Euxiue ; you will certainty agree with me in declaring 
that the American missionary lias served his country no 
less than his Master. Kven in wild Kurdistan you wit] 
find some one wlio can reason with you quite iu Yankee 
style, cau make you a speech wliicli you cannot but own 
to be substantially Yankee, with Yankee idioms and 
American examples to support his arguments; and if 
you want to satisfy your curiosity still mote, you may 
pay your visit to tbe sclioola eslablished by the mi&- 
HJonaries in tbe wild mountains of the Turkomans, in 
Kurdistan, the plains of Mesopotamia, Cnppadocia, or 
Bithjnia. Question the school-boy as you would at 
home ; you will find his answers quite familiar to you. 
You may question him on geography, and you will cer- 
tainly find, to your surprise, that he knows more of tlie 
United States tbaa perhaps of liis oxvn native country. 
Question him about social order, he wilt toll you all men 
are created equal'. Indeed, what Dr. Samlin is siletUljf 
doing with his Sobert College, and tlie American mission- 
ary with hit Theological Seminary and school-books, all 
European diplomatists united cannot overbalance. Having 
ieen all ttiie, you wilt certainly not be astonisbed if you 
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I Tankee clocks ; Americaa choirs, tables, organa ; 
Aniericau agricultural iniplemeDts ; YtiDkeo coltoa-gJas, 
saw-mUls, sewiug-machinea ; American flowers in [he 
very heart of Kurdistan ; Yankee saildles, and a Yankee 
rider on the wild mountains of Asia Minor, perhaps sing- 
ing, with hia outiye coropitaioD, some I'Eiiniliar tune. Be 
not surprised if you be invited to a p ray cr^mee ling ou 
these mouutaitia, where you hear the cougrcgatioD Einging 
Old Hundred, as heartily as you have ever heard it al 
home. You will certainly own then, if you have not be- 

I fore, that the American people have a saered interest in 

■ this country." 

The European Turkey mission,' separately organized 
in 1871, and using Constantinople as its center of 
publication, deserves a few words, by reusoii of its 
prospective importance. The country was explored, 
ind a small beginning made, as long ago as 1858. 
1 that year Mr. Morse entered Adrianople ; but his 
Moks and two thousand copies of the Turkish Testament 
1 by the authorities. Wheu, ou renionstrauce 
f the British and American consuls, the Porte ordered 
ioder of the books, the desponding uitoranco of 
the Turkish officials was well worthy of notice ; " If it is 
3 will of God that the Bible prevail, let his will be 
ne." 

The mission is directed primarily not to Turks, but to 
olgarians, a people numbering perhaps five or six mil- 
They belong to the Klavonie race, uud nominally 
e Greek church. They are a pastoral people, neat, 
iable, and industrious, but uneducated and uninquir- 
Early atlerapta to awaken their interest were un- 
tuccessful and dirtcou raging. But with the coutinutnce 
' Suu paye 28. 
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of tbeM efTorta, the iDtmBiou of macadamized roads, 
ratlwa/M, utid ciriliiatioD, a change has l&ken place. 
Education begins to be pnzed, and fort^ yoasg Bol- 
gariatis are in Robert college. 'Everphmg is now in 
readiQesa for a vigoroas campaigo, if the Christian sol- 
diera can bo found. The field is thoronghly explored. 
Tha strong points are designated, and three stations 
ocuupiud, A complete Bulgariao Bible — the fruU of 
Hr. Kiggs's twelve jreara' toil — is read; ; aod there is 
a widi:-«pread desire to obtain it. A few conrerts are 
scattered here and there, and a young aail active chnrch 
isjuatorgaaisod. Two other hopeful signs are eeen : The 
spirit of peraecutioD has been awakened at Yambool ; 
and at Batixko an earnest written deiuaud for light in th« 
Greek cbarch itaelf — for elevation of the schools, for tbs 
obacrvauce of the Subbath, for religious eervicea in the 
language of the people, and " that the teachings of thn 
gospel be preached." 

Here everything seems now ready for the sickle. If 
the laborers can but be furoiahed, and the enterprise 
pushed as the grcalneas of the opportunity requires, we 
may well watch, and pray, and hope for cheering n- 
suits. It is a miesioQ on which to look with an intelli- 
gent interest, for itself and for its relations. 
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The foregoiug skott^h is now ro|iriiilf(l fi-oiii tin- 

orieinal plaU-s, as giving tho history of ihe Turkisli 

; down to 1871. Tlio nlory of riiiiiAionarjr 

operations since tlint il.itc. if jtWvm in <U<t4iil, would 

volume. Only a fciT stHtomonts rt>itpi«!tiiig 

Uie present condition o( tlii< missiuna oan lioro Ihi 

presented. 

The European Turkey Atissinn oovors (rrtwind tliut 
Id 1871 was under control of Turkey, part of whitdi 
is now independent of Hint power. In Ibo war liotwiutn 
Bussia and Turkey in 187«-711, tho n-dion In whieli 
II id located was dovanlatod, and tliongh mir 
missioDariee were delivered from many ptirlla, ono of 
the stations, Eaki Zagra, was titturly do»tlMyinI . In 
the adjuBtiuouts of leriitory Uwt have huou Uiadi- nIii«i< 
that war, the provinwa of Itnl^rln ami Knulnni Hiiii. 
uielia have Vwcome praeticivlly {ndtipniidunt. In IHMft, 
by the act of the people, thoMo twi) provlliUKM wi<i>» 
united; and after a short hut sharp oouilh^t lii<(.wiiiiii 
Bulgaria and Surviu, their union waM reiioKnlci'il liy 
Turkey and tho Groat Kuropoan I'owors. Tlio two 
stations Samokov and Phillppopolls are in Kiilurtria, 
while Mouaatir, in thu aneiiuit Miii'.iirlonia, whioh watt 
occupied as a station in 1K77, In »tlll umior Tiirkiuli 
authority. But tho llulgarhuw iiru auatterod through- 
out Macedonia, and the lalmr" nf mlsHionarioa of tho 
Board ace oonfined t-i p.">|ilo of Llii« riieo. Two t 
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bcrs of tbia mission iiru locaterl in GonBtaiitinople, 
engaged in prppuring n Christian literature for the 
Balgariaiis, issuing booka and tracts, and also a 
weekly and monthly jiaper, tlie iTomitta, which is 
believed tu liavi- Imd no insignifluaut part in preparing 
the way for a free constitution in Itulgaria. The 
Collegiate and Theological Inatitute at Samokov has 
eighty-eight studentB, and the Keuiak^ Boarding Schools 
of Samokov and Mona»$tir, one biiudrod »nd ten. The 
number of Bulgarians at Itobert College and at the 
"Home" at Constantinople indicates the progressive 
character of tbe race, and gives promise of lai^c 
growth in the immediate futnre. This mission has 
4 stations ; 20 oiit-stations ; 8 churches, having 650 
members ; U ordained niissionnries, and 1 physician ; 
14 femuleussistaat missioDaries ; IT native pastors and 
preachers, and 30 teachers and other helpers. 

The Western Turkey Mission baa 8 stations ; 121 
outrstationa ; 29 churches, having 2,648 membei-a ; 23 
ordained missionaries ; 1 treasurer ; 44 female assist- 
ant missionaries ; 74 native pastors and preachers ; 
209 teachers and other helpers. There are 135 common 
schools, with more than 5,000 pupils. Besides Robert 
College, at Constantinople, which is not directly con- 
nected with the mission, although an outgrowth of it 
and in sympatliy with it, and Anatolia College, which 
has been opened at Marsovan, there are six high schools 
for boys, and seven high schools for girls, Including 
the "Home" at Constantinople. These institutiona 
have a membership of 913. The Theological Semi- 
nary at Marsovan is doing all it can to supply pastors 
for the native clmrclies, and from every direction calls 
are coming for preachers and teachers. The A.vedaper, 
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a Ohristmn newapapcr in three languages, circulatee 
through the cities and towns of the interior, carrying 
the light of the gospel both to Protestants and non- 
l^testants. lu the year 1887 the mission press at 
Constantinople issued S9 different publications ; the 
aggregate number of copies being 1^8,920, and the 
pages 7, 901, 54 7. These iirein the Armenian, Armeno- 
Turkish, Gncco-Turkiah, and Bulgarian langut^es. 
Work for the Greeks is especially prosecuted at Con- 
stantinople, Bruo&n, Manisa, Trehinond, and some 
other places. 

The Central Turkey Mission has now two Btations, 
namely, Aintah and Marash; but the work of tlie 
mission is by no means confined to these localities. 
Missionaries also reside at Adana and Hadjin, which 
are regarded as out-stations of Marash. There are 6 
ordained missionaries, 1 physician, 1 teacher, and 16 
female missionaries. There are 51 out-stations, with 
33 churches, having ■1,050 members. There are 46 
pastors and preachers, with IH teachers and other 
helpers. The growth of the Protestant community 
has been steady and large. Central Turkey College 
at Aintab, commenced in 187-1, is designed to bo a 
Christian college in the best sense of the term, hav- 
ing a medical department connected with the college. 
There is a theological seminary at Marash. Female 
education is efficiently prosecuted at Marash, Aintab, 
Adana, and Hadjin. 

The Eastern Turkey Mission has five principal sta- 
tions, namely ; Harpoot, Erzroora, Van, Bitlis, and 
Mardin, with 15 ordained missionaries, 1 physician, 
and 28 female missionaries. Connected with these 
stations are 116 out-atations, 41 churches, 78 native 
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I pastors and preachers, 218 teachers and other lieliiers. 
I The chnreh membership is 2,542. There ai'e 144 com- 
I mon schools, acd the tota,l number under instruction 
] in !K88 was 5,261. Euphrates College, at Harpoot, 
1 group of institutions having, in addition to the 
I college proper, a primary, a normal, a female, and a 
I theological department. An endowment of over 
I 470,000 has been secured, and the institution, having 
\ at the beginning of 1880 about 160 pupils, and in 1888 
I in all its departments nearly 500 pupile, is exerting a 
I powerful influence throughont Eastern Turkey. From 
I Mardin the mission is reaching out into the Jebel Tonr 
ion, and native preachers and colporters have gone 
I to Mosul. 

The Scriptures are now translated into all the prin- 
I cipal languages of the Turkish Empire, and a Chris- 
I tian literature can be presented to all who will road it. 
I The impulse given to education ia one of the most 
) noticeable results of missionary efforts. Not merely 
have the converts in the luiesion churches been inspired 
to seek instruction, but the Turks and Armenians have 
I been shamed into the establishment of schools, as tbey 
I have seen the contrast between the ignorance of their 
I children and the progress of the youth in the Protestant 
1 communities. It is also a result of raiasiomiry efforts 
that a remarkable change has taken place in the posi- 
[ tion of woman. Formerly the slave of man, and kept 
1 ignorance, her true position is coming to be recog- 
nized. Nor should we fail to notice the changed atti- 
I tade toward evangelical missions, of the people wlio 
I still adhere to their old forms of religion. The Arme- 
is, ecclesiastics as well as their followers, are more 
I friendly, and in some cascg even welcome our mission- 
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ariea to tht^ir ehurclii^s. Iti several places tlien? seems 
to be aoinething like a Irne refonuatiou going ou 
among the adherents of the Old Cfanrch, nod more 
or less evangelicail truth is presented from not a few 
of their pulpits. And altbougli tlit-rc are on the part 
of Klosleins signs of a reactiou toward the old intol- 
erance, there has been, aod there will continue to he, 
a breaking down of the haughtinesa and bigotry of 
the Turk. 

The mission in Syria, once under the care of the 
American Board, but trauef erred to the American 
Presbyterians iu 1870, lias been remarkably prospered. 
At its last report it had 38 Americau missionaries, 
male and female, besides the 11 American teachers in 
the Syrian I'rotestant College. There are 85 congre- 
gations, 70 Sundaj'-aehoola, and a church member- 
ship of more than 1,500. The Syrian Protestant Col- 
lege has nearly 200 studeote. The American United 
Presbyterian Board is laboring in Egypt, the Southern 
Presbyterian Board has a. mission in Greece, and the 
English Church Missionary Society is at work in 
Palestine. With these exceptions the Americau Board 
is the only great missionary body now engaged in 
estensire labors for evangelizing the Turkish Empire. 
It belongs to us, in the orderings of Divine Providence, 
to give the gospel to the different races of that empire. 

The summary of the four missions of the American 

Board referred to in this sketch is as follows : Mis- 

from the United States, IfiO. of whom 53 

ordained { stations, 19; out-stations, 316; ntUivo 

»rfi, 69 ; native preachers, 14G; teachers and otlier 

ive helpers, 571 : churches, 111, with a membership 

tof 0,890, of whom 739 were added in the veiir 1S«7- 
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88 ; (!ollege8, high schools, and theological semina- 
ricB, 34, with 1,024 pupils; girls* boarding schools, 
18, with 870 pupils ; common schools, 477, with 16,573 
pupils ; total number under instruction, 18,067. Dur- 
ing 1887-88 the contributions of the native churches 
amounted to $57,148, an average of nearly six dollars 
for each church member. This latter sum, comparing 
the value of a day's labor in Turkey and in this 
country, would be equivalent to not less than $60, 
which, considering the great poverty of the people, 
is a remarkable exhibition of liberality and self- 
deuial. 
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